NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Reach for Reading

Types of Rain Forests

by Sharon Sanchez

There are two types of rain forests, tropical
and temperate. Both grow in wet climates
and have similar damp soils. Tropical rain
forests are found in hot regions near the
Equator. Temperate rain forests develop in
higher latitudes with cooler temperatures. A tropical rain forest

A tropical rain forest is covered by a tight
canopy formed by the interlocking branches of
huge trees with large leaves. In contrast, a
temperate rain forest has a lower, less dense
growth of trees.

< temperate rain forest

Underline signal words.

What is the text structure of this passage?

u Signal Words
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how things are alike and different.
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The Forest Floor

by Edward Calvert

The dense canopy of a tropical rain forest affects
the life beneath it. The canopy is like an umbrella
that hides and protects the layers below. As a
result, very little light reaches the forest floor, so
plants on the forest floor compete with one another
for light and space. Few plants and shrubs can
grow in this dim light. Vines are common because
they are able to climb up tree trunks to reach the
light. In the darkest parts of the forest, brilliantly
colored fungi thrive in conditions that are
unfavorable to most other plants.

Underline signal words.

e _

o ] > [ siona woras

© National Geographic Learning, a part of Cengage Learning, Inc.




NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Reach for Reading

The Forest Floor

by Edward Calvert
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Underline signal words.

What is the text structure of this passage? ReGliG RSB0 CR IR
relationship between causes and effects.
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Drag the features below to the correct column.
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