NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Reach for Reading

The Sun God and the Moon God

retold by Alonso Mantega

In the beginning of time, the people of the
world lived in total darkness. There was no day,
only endless night. The king of the birds, a
vulture named Urubutsin, did not want light to
reach the Earth below. So he commanded the
birds to reflect the sunlight back into the sky with
their wings. By controlling the light, Urubutsin
had power over the world. People struggled to
survive in the dark and lived in fear.

Highlight the clues that help show that this story is a myth.

Underline the event that caused the world to become dark.
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A myth is an ancient story that

uses gods and heroes to explain
an event in nature.
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A myth is an ancient story that
uses gods and heroes to explain
an event in nature.
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